
 

March Contest Results 
 

Best of Show: Eric Stauch, 1/48-scale Vindicator 
1  Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Props: Eric Stauch, Vindicator 
2  Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Props: Paul Metz, P-51D Mustang 
3  Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Props: Bill Kneer, P-40E Warhawk 
1  Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Bill Rollins, F-89 Scorpion 
2  Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Mosquito 
3  Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Beaufighter 
1  Place, Science Fiction, ñWhat Ifôsò: Bryan Tucker, Arado ñXò 
2  Place, Science Fiction, ñWhat Ifôsò: Tyler Fassett, Star-Wars Starfighter 
3  Place, Science Fiction, ñWhat Ifôsò: Kyle Tucker, B-29 flying wing kitbash 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erasmo Piñero Jr. hosts March program on 

modeling rare and experimental aircraft
 

We welcomed Erasmo Piñero Jr. back 
as our guest speaker for the March 
meeting of the Fort Worth Scale 
Modelers. Club VP Bryan Tucker 
emceed the meeting in President Glenn 
Whitmireôs absence. Ermaso is an  

 
engineer with Lockheed Martin and 
specializes in propulsion systems. He 
spoke to our group a couple of years 
back on the history of V/STOL 
technology. 
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Before launching into his discussion of 
weird and wonderful aircraft, Erasmo 
gave us a bit of his personal history and 
philosophy. Born in Cuba, Erasmo came 
to this country as a young person. 
However, he remembers well his time in 
the Communist country. He related that, 
as a youngster, virtually the only model 
kits available in Cuba were of MiGs and 
other Russian aircraft, from Eastern 
European and Russian manufacturers. 
As ridiculous as it may sound, even 
such an innocuous activity as scale 
modeling had serious pitfalls. Anyone 
interested in building Western model 
aircraft, even those who showed a mild 
interest in American and NATO aircraft, 
were viewed with suspicion and even 
harassed. With such experiences under 
his belt, itôs no wonder that Erasmo truly 
cherishes the freedom we enjoy in this 
country. It was a poignant reminder of 
the privileges we as Americans 
sometimes take for granted. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As a modeler of rare and experimental 
aircraft, Erasmo recognizes the 
limitations on the availability and quality 
of such modeling subjects. When such 
kits are available, oftentimes the scale is 
limited, the quality poor and the price 
steep. Erasmo sees these limitations as 
challenges to the art of modeling. This 
is definitely a guy who sees the 
modeling glass as half full. 
 

 
 
Erasmo views scale modeling of exotic 
aircraft in a broader sense than some. 
While the subjects are often not well 
known or represented by 
manufacturers, he sees the modeling of 
such aircraft as a way to perpetuate 
their value and the importance of their 
contributions to the progress of 
aeronautics. They are educational, eye-
catching and often too interesting to 
ignore. 
 
No one can deny the appeal of 
modeling rare and exotic aircraft. 
However, in most cases you will be 
relegated to limited-run, resin or 
vacuform kits that are not heavy on 
detail, are limited in scale offerings, 
have few available decal options, and 
often the box art is crude or non-
existent. 



Some of the categories include early 
aviation classics, more obscure aircraft 
pioneers, secret Axis projects, X-planes, 
experimental prototypes, Eastern bloc 
aircraft, VTOL, and unusual shapes. 
 

 
 
Erasmo illustrated his list of favorites 
with slides featuring box art and sprue 
samples. Youôll recognize some if not all 
of the manufacturers and have probably 
built a few yourselves: MPM, Anigrand, 
Dynavector, Azur, Huma, Czech 
Models, and Special Hobby. Some of 
the big boys have also gotten into the 
action as witnessed by Hasegawaôs 
quarter-scale Japanese Shinden J7W1 
and Voughtôs XF5U-1 ñFlying Pancakeò 
(Sword also makes the V-173 in 1/72-
scale), and of course AMTôs XB-35 and 
YB-49 Flying Wing. Even Lindberg has 
a couple of X-goodies in its lineup, the 
Convair XFY-1 Pogo and Republic XF-
91 Thunderceptor, if you donôt mind, uh, 
a little extra work. Among Erasmoôs 
faves in 1/48-scale are the German 
Flettner Fl-265 Kolibri by Special Hobby 
and the Flettner Fl-282 Kolibri 
production version by Huma.  
 

 

 
 
Most of the offerings, however, are 
produced in 1/72-scale, and 1/144-scale 
for the larger ships. Erasmo likes 
Anigrandôs 1/72-scale Bell X-22 (he 
loves the VTOL stuff!), the early 
pushers such as the XP-54, XP-55 and 
XP-56, the Saab J-21 (one of the first 
ejection seat-equipped jets) and J-31, 
and Anigrandôs resin Horten H. XVIII 
ñAmerika Bomberò conceptual flying 
wing. 
 
Want to get your hands dirty? Try Azurôs 
Potez 452 seaplane or Breguet 27. 
Want something really exotic? How 
about Unicraftôs resin 1/72-scale 
futuristic Boeing Bird of Prey, or 
Anigrandôs 1/144 Russian Lun 
Ekranoplan ñCaspian Sea Monster.ò 
 

 
 
Erasmo covered the gamut of weird and 
wonderful aircraft available in 
polystyrene and resin, and threw in 
some amazing bits of trivia relevant to 
each of his selections. Many thanks, 
Erasmo, for an in-depth look at some of 
the most intriguing aircraft ever 
developed. 
 

 



  

 

IPMS NCT to host ScaleFest 2010 on June 5 

 
 

 
Mark your calendars now for Squadron 
ScaleFest 2010, hosted by IPMS North 
Central Texas and sponsored by 
Squadron. Saturday, June 5, is the date 
for this much-anticipated competition. 
 
The location for the event will be the   
Wyndham D/FW Airport North Hotel, 
 
 

 
4441 W. John Carpenter Freeway,  
Irving 75063. 
Special theme for ScaleFest 2010 is 
"Best 1944 D-Day Invasion Aircraft." 
 
The contest and show opens to the 
public at 9 a.m. Remember also that 
Squadron will be hosting an open house 
on Friday and Saturday! A shuttle bus 
will deliver you to this hobby 
supercenter throughout the day, or you 
can make the short hop to Carrollton to 
take advantage of some great show 
specials! 
 
For more information contact Sean 
Glaspell at 940-597-9160, or e-mail him 
at aseang@hotmail.com. You can 
access vendor forms and category and 
rules information at 
http://www.ipmsnct.net/. 
 
Should be a great time. Hope to see you 
there.

mailto:aseang@hotmail.com
http://www.ipmsnct.net/
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The IPMS Fort Worth Scale Modelers meet the third Monday of each month (except September) 

at the First Baptist Church of Benbrook. The meetings begin with a social period at 6:30 p.m. and 

the formal meetings last from 7 p.m. to about 8:30 p.m. Dues are $2 per month, with first-time 

guests and children admitted free. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 


