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View the online version of our newsletter at http://www.fortworthscalemodelers.ora/

May Contest Results

Best of Show: Jim Barr, F-4J Phantom
1° Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft: Mark Howard, Yak-3
o Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft: Paul Metz, OV-1 Mohawk
3" Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft: Eric Stauch, La-7
e Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Jim Barr, F-4J Phantom
o Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Joe Frazier, SB2A Buccaneer
3™ Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Spitfire MKk. V
1Pl ace, Aircraft AStrings & Silkodo: Genry Ashe
1% Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Bryan Tucker, A7V
2™ Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Sean Richards, Char B-1
3" Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Jim Belden, Priest
1* Place, 1/48-Scale Armor: Sean Richards, M-20 Armored Car
1* Place, Figures: Bill Kneer, 120mm Luftwaffe Officer
2" Place, Figures: Bryan Tucker, 1/9-scale SS Trooper with Panzerfaust
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Bill Rollins discusses development of model kits
and scratchbuilding during May program

Bill Rollins displays a work in progress, his scratchbuilt C-1 2 4
medal in Supercon 2008.

Bill Rollins, our resident expert on
natural metal finishes, hosted the May
club program on the essence of scale
modeling, scratchbuilding. Bill joined our
club a few years back and his volume
and quality of work are amazing. Bill
retired as a diesel locomotive mechanic
and spends his retirement years
churning out plastic and wood
masterpieces. Aircraft modeling has
truly been a lifetime hobby for Bill.
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As Bill reminds us, scale plastic
modeling with engraved panel lines and
super detailing is a relatively new
development. Prior to the advent of
injection-molded plastic kits in the
1950s, most aircraft kits were made of
wood, primarily balsa. Bill cut his teeth
on the old balsa kits, and the years
spent honing his modeling skills have
served him well. He joked that he and
his brother made their earliest airplane
models out of corncobs with cardboard
wings.

Back in the day, model building WAS
scratchbuilding. Money was scarce, and
during the war years, even balsa was
scarce. Bill remembers well the
excitement of opening a new model box
to find a block of balsa, maybe some



sheet balsa, perhaps a couple of crude
decals, and a three-view drawing. He
said that he and his brother sometimes
would add canopies made from
cigarette package cellophane (Rivet
counters, take notel).

Second-generation kits featured die-cut
balsa pieces. During the post-World
War Il era, mixed-media kits, balsa with
a few injection-molded plastic details
such as the Speedee Bilt kits by

Monogram, were introd

solid resin desktop models took the

hobby to a new | evel

the stage for companies such as Hawk
and Comet, which previously produced

bal sa kit s, -plastwscalar k et
model Kkits. o Perhaps

plastic model companies of the time
were Monogram and Revell, established
in 1945, and Aurora, founded in 1950.
While today we think of Aurora models
as rather crude and inaccurate, Bill
remembers the introduction of Aurora
kits as a huge innovation in the model
aircraft industry, molded-on markings
notwithstanding.

Bill offered an interesting perspective on
our hobby. Waxing nostalgic, Bill says
that despite the tremendous advances

in the accuracy of modern-day kits, he
remembers those bygone days as his
own figol denodeliagy [Redpiteo f
the crude starter blocks, the tubs of

wood filler and the Asandi
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Bill says he derived more pleasure and
sense of achievement building those

simple kits than at any other time in his
yfe.ed. Al 1l ynos
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