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IPMS Fort Worth Scale Modelers

4625 Brandingshire PI., Fort Worth, TX 76133

February Contest Results

Best of Show: Eric Stauch, 20mm Flakvierling 38
1% Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Propeller Driven: Paul Metz, Ki-6 1 A Tony o (Ot aki)
2 Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Propeller Driven: Paul Metz, Ki-6 1 fiTony o ( Haslegawa)
3" Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Propeller Driven: Sean Richards, C-130J Hercules
1% Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Jets: Mark Howard, F3H Demon
2™ Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Jets: Paul Metz, Me-262
3™ Place, 1/48-Scale Aircraft, Jets: Bill Rollins, F-89 Scorpion
1* Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Nieuport 28
2" Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Fokker F.1
3" Place, 1/72-Scale Aircraft: Dave Hibscher, Fokker D. VI
1 Place, 1/32-Scale Aircraft: John Bigamee, Nieuport 28C
2™ Place, 1/32-Scale Aircraft: Andy Rentswicher, Sopwith Camel
3" Place, 1/32-Scale Aircraft; Bryan Tucker, Junkers G.1
1* Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Eric Stauch, Flakvierling 38
2™ Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Michael Hilgert, M-1 Abrams
3" Place, 1/35-Scale Armor: Jim Belden, M-26 Pershing
1* Place, 1/72-Scale Ships: Bryan Tucker, U-82 Type VIIC U-Boat
1* Place, Motorcycles: Larry Toney, Yellow Joker Chopper
1* Place, Figures: Bill Kneer, James Bond 007 (ex-Aurora)




Knox Bishop reviews rich North Texas aviation
heritage during February meeting

Knox Bishop conducted a terrific program
during the February club meeting,
discussing the tremendous aviation heritage
of North Texas. About 25 members and
guests were lucky enough to be on hand for
this great program.

Col. Bishop retired after 25 1/2 years in the
Air Force, many of those years as a
command pilot. He flew 119 missions over
Southeast Asia in the B-52D and G. Col.
Bishop is currently curator for the Frontiers
of Flight Museum at Dallas Love Field.

put Fort Worth on the aviation map was the
construction of the three airfields i Hicks
Field, Carruthers Field and Barron Field i to
train Royal Flying Corps cadets and
American fliers in Curtiss J4N Jennys. Fort
Worth was selected because of its
favorable flying weather. After World War I,
Fort Worth became an important hub for
airmail routes.

PB4Y-1 Liberators in sea search camouflage are
lined up in this vintage shot inside the Consolidated
plant in Fort Worth.
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Knox says he is always amazed that area
residents, often lifetime residents, seem so
blissfully unaware of the rich aviation
heritage we have in North Texas. His slide
show contained a comprehensive catalog of
locations and statistics that point to our area
as being a major influence in civil,
commercial and military aviation.

Fort Wor t h Gaionhistaydegan
as a stop on the first transcontinental flight
by Cal Thomas in the famous Vin Fiz in
1911. The flight took 84 days, although only
about 82 hours were spent aloft! But what

b I u surrblhdingn@reat bécame a steategic

center for military aircraft production.
Consolidated Aircraft, now Lockheed
Martin, produced the B-24 Liberator, PB4Y,
and B-32 Dominator during the war years.
More military aircraft were produced in Fort
Worth than anywhere in the U.S. with the
exception of Southern California.
Consolidated rolled out 3,531 aircraft during
the war years, of which 3,145 were four-
engined bombers. During spring 1944, one

B24 rolled out of t he
a 62 minutes! Of the 40 B-32 Dominators

constructed by Consolidated, three were
flown in military ops in the Pacific before the
end of the war. North American Aviation in
Dallas produced 4,541 P-51 Mustangs,
13,908 T-6/SNJ advanced trainers, 966 B-
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24s and 2,290 B-25 Mitchells. The wartime
boom would forever influence the economy
of the Metroplex.

In his presentation, Knox included vintage
photos of Fort Worth during the war years,
and included some amazing stats on U.S.
wartime production. In 1941, America
produced 26,000 military aircraft. That
figure rose to 48,000 in 1942 and to an
astounding 86,000 in 1943. Aircraft-related
personnel soared from 20,196 in 1938 to
2,372,293 by 1945.

The post-war years saw the move of Bell
Helicopter from Buffalo, N.Y., in 1950, and
the rise of Vought, now LTV, with the
incomparable F-8 Crusader and the short-
|l ived F7U Cutl ass.
side, Convair was involved in assembling
t he ABi g Sticko -86
Peacemaker. Convair, later General
Dynamics and now Lockheed Martin, went
on to lead the industry in cutting-edge
aircraft with the Mach 2 B-58 Hustler, F-
111, F-16, the bread and butter for a
generation of GD workers, RB-57H, the F-
22 Raptor and now the F-35.

Bell of course produced the O-47, the
venerable UH-1Huey, AH-1, OH-58, Jet
Ranger, 222, 214, 412, and the V-22
Osprey. LTV produced the A-7 SLUF and
components fortheB-1 B A Boned
Spirit. Out in Greenville, secrecy-shrouded
E-Systems produced a distinguished line of
Afspecial purposeo a-i
123K
97G airborne command post, RC-135 and
E-4B, among others. In his discussion Knox
related a personal story of flying a BUFF
night mission out of NKP in Thailand during

Out

t he

and

n

Co

B

rcraft

ABl ack 39p ditS,pee eAC e, 0

E



the Vietnam War. As he climbed past use to race their cars and motorcycles

25,000 feet on his way north he could look (illegally of course). Incidentally, Eagle

over and watch AC-130s working over the Mountain Lake and Lake Worth were major

Ho Chi Minh Trail, seei stapsforbress-gpunimydhiing lpoatdights.

cannon fire blast entire stands of trees out Knox provided illustrations of as many as 30

of the ground. PBY Catalinas at one time dotting Lake
Worth. Wedll never see the

From Terrell to Abilene to Denton to Waco, again.

airfields and training bases were scattered

all over the North Texas landscape. Many Many thanks, Knox, for a first-rate program

people might not know that during the mid- and for providing information and details

640s, pilots trained o nthdEavén usThorgetowncfaks wereiurpivare

fighters at NAS Eagle Mountain Lake, out of of.

a strip that kids generations later would




